SOCRATES. Well now, if men have been full of knowledge
and have then lost some of it through forgetfulness, do
you think they are distressed by this ?
PROTARCHUS. No, not instinctively so, though perhaps
they may be if they reflect on what they have lost, as
men are distressed by the lack of something they have
lost.

SOCRATES. But at the moment, my friend, we are discuss-
ing actual instinctive feelings and not those that come
of reflection.

PROTARCHUS. In that case what you say is true : forgetful-
ness may come without any feeling of distress.
SOCRATES. Then we must say that the pleasure of know-
ledge is not mingled with pain.

PLATO (from Philebus)

We will entangle buds and flowers and beams
Which twinkle on the fountain's brim, and make
Strange combinations out of common things,
Like human babes in their brief innocence ;
And we will search, with looks and words of love,
For hidden thoughts, each lovelier than the last,
Our unexhausted spirits; and like lutes,
Touched by the skill of the enamoured wind,
Weave harmonies divine, yet ever new,
From difference sweet where discord cannot be ;
And hither come, sped on the charmfed winds,
Which meet from all the points of heaven, as bees
From every flower aereal Enna feeds,
At their known island-homes in Himera,
The echoes of the human world, which tell
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